Regulations for a Multiple-Compartment Septic Tank

Inspection port . Manhol?' e)_(tension at )
4" diameter max. ledst 20 dlem?ter or 20
with sealed cap square to within 12" of
‘ ) final grade
—/ 3" min.
Outlet
Sludge layer

Septic solids retainer
required on last tank
or compartment

NOTES: ,
« If the manhole is extended to grade, it must be airtight and secured
by bolts or locking mechanisms, or it must have sufficient weight to
; ‘ prevent unauthorized access. '
S , « |f the manhole is extended to grade, the ground must siope away
from access.
» The first compartment must have at least the same capacity as the
second but may not exceed twice the capacity of the second.
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GRAVITY FLOW TRENCH WITH A DISTRIBUTION BOX

This illusiration shows some of the regulaiory requirements
for a gravity flow french system.

< Solid pipe from treatment tank(s)
1/4" per foot min. grade; 3" min. diameter

Multi-compartment septic tank

Solid end cap
6" min. from treatment tank or dosing tank .
to nearest trench Elevations

{
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3" min. diam. perforated Laterals must be level to a N
lateral pipe maximum tolerance of 4" B 2-5 .
of fall per 100" toward the ottom of absorption area

must be level to a tolerance of

terminal end of the laterals 2" per 100’

NOTES:

PRESSURE DISTRIBUTION TO AN IN-GROUND BED
ABSORPTION AREA USING A PUMP

This illustration shows some of the regulatory requirements for a pressure
distribution system that pumps effluent to an in-ground bed absorption area.

Cleanout to grade
(optional) Manifold
4 i

soil cover

The delivery pipe from the dosing pump must
be installed to facilitate drainage of the
distribution piping back to the dosing tank
between doses

Provide quick
disconnect

2

Note: When using a pump, the regulatory require-
ments for the dosing tank, pump, delivery line,
manifold, and lateral components are the scxme
for both pressure distribution m—ground qnd

Pump-off level Pump intake
recommended to 6" min. from inside elevated sys’(ems.’

cover pump bottom of tank




What you put into your septic
system greatly affectsits ability
to do its job. Remember, your
septic system contains living
organisms that digest and treat
waste. As a general rule of
thumb, do not dispose of
anything in your septic system
that can just as easily be put in
the trash. Your system is not
designed to be a garbage can
and solids build up in the septic
tank that will eventually need to
be pumped. The more solids that
go into the tank, the more
frequently the tank will need to
be pumped, and the higher the
risk for problems to arise.

In the kitchen, avoid washing
food scraps, coffee grinds, and
other food items down the drain.
Grease and cooking oils con-
tribute to the layer of scum in the
tank and also should not be put
down the drain.

The same common-sense
approach used in the kitchen
should be used in the bathroom.
Don’t use
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What Not To Flush

the toilet to dispose of plastics,
paper towels, facial tissues, tam-
pons, sanitary napkins, cigarette
butts, dental floss, disposable dia-
pers, condoms, kitty litter, etc.
The only things that should be
flushed down the toilet are waste-
water and toilet paper.

When used as recommended by
the manufacturer, most house-
hold cleaning products will not
adversely affect the operation of
your septic tank. Drain cleaners
are an exception, however, and
only a small amount of these
products can kill the bacteria and
temporarily disrupt the operation
of the tank.

Household cleaners such as
bleach, disinfectants, and drain
and toilet bowl cleaners should
be used in moderation and only
in accordance with product
labels. Overuse of these products
can harm your system. It makes
sense to try to keep all toxic and
hazardous chemicals out of your
septic tank system.

To avoid disrupt-
ing or perma-
nently damaging
your septic sys-
tem, do not use
it to
dispose of
hazardous
household
chemicals.
Even small
amounts of paints,
varnishes, paint thinners,
waste oil, anti-freeze, photo-
graphic solutions, pharma-
ceuticals, antibacterial
soaps, gasoline, oil, pesti-
cides, and other organic
chemicals can destroy
helpful bacteria and the
biological digestion taking
place within your system.

These chemicals also pollute

the groundwater.

Even latex paint is unhealthy for
your septic system. To reduce the
cleanup of these products,
squeeze all excess paint and stain
from brushes and rollers on
several layers of newspaper
before rinsing.

To help prevent groundwater
poliution, be sure to dispose of
leftover hazardous chemicals by
taking them to an approved
hazardous waste collection
center. For more information,
contact your local health
department.

Additives/System Cleaners
While many products on the
market claim to help septic
systems work better, the truth is
there is no magic potion to cure
an ailing system. In fact, most
engineers and sanitation profes-
sionals believe that commercial
septic system additives are, at
best, useless, and at worst,
harmful to a system.

There are two types of septic
systern additives: biological (like
bacteria, enzymes, and yeast) and
chemical. The biological additives
are harmless but some chemical
additives can potentially harm
the soil in the drainfield and
contaminate the groundwater.

While there hasn't been exten-
sive study on the effectiveness

of these products, the general
consensus among septic system
experts is that septic system
additives are an unnecessary evil.

Be aware that the extended use
of strong pharmaceuticals and
personal care products may
harm the working bacteria popu-
lation in the tank. The total
effects are unknown at this time.

National Environmental Services Center (800) 624-8301 or (304) 293-4191




